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LECTURE: 2 Bangladesh Studies (3105)
BBA THIRD YEAR FIFTH SEMESTER

1.Ques: Give a short description of the Pandu Rajar Dhibi. (2007)

Pandu Rajar Dhibi situated at Panduk (Burdwan District) on the Ajay, was the first chalcolithic
site discovered in West Bengal, India. #ig stei® o e Afowaem sem 7o Sitg I99H (@1 #143-
q wIfEs w@ e 9y Siy-ed I e |t s situated about 40 kilometres to the northwest of
BIRBHANPUR, a microlithic site, and was excavated by BB Lal in 1954-57. S«5-e®a g ewse
JeTE @9 @Rl ot RETEeE Ten-Afory aft SREe 155es8-¢q T W R A Fed A Ted
Afspifer® =7 | The excavations at Pandu Rajar Dhibi, carried out in several phases in 1962-1965 and
in 1985 by the West Bengal Department of Archaeology have brought to light the chalcolithic phase
of the prehistory of Bengal. 57 ageiigs Sifamaraa Smiltel soL-be QIR Sobre AT 21g e bfice
AT TF] AFOIGP TRITT BT GR AT AFEORR ©-eBq IAR AFfos AR sy edife =z 1 Of
the chalcolithic sites that have been found, Pandu Rajar Dhibi is by far the most interesting. @ *=&®
WIfge SIY-a%a IR I N FABR (FT9RCAWASF . Al @reis ©fa 1 The main mound of Pandu
Rajar Dhibi is associated with King Pandu of MAHABHARATA fame. SRS TS A 2GT A% G
T fofsa a4 ©f a1 g+41f% swge = w1 The mound (200m x 170m) has been excavated five
times between 1962-85. In all 53 trenches of different sizes, varying from 4m x 4m to 10m x 5m,
were excavated. d>u2-b¢ AR Ty BRHG (ofN-3q0f) AR ageifes Texma (favifers =71 | 88f3 (F
0 *R3 ifen W=IEa @oft G-9 <77 F1& 5e1 | The height of the central portion of the mound is 5m
from the road-level. off6a @™ =1t T 2tz ¢ G T 1The 1985 excavation has clearly shown that
there were, in all, six periods of occupation at the site. S»b-¢ FER T NHTT @ &FBCE THF Wb 37
3l 7Itd= =i #ieq ¢tz | Some of the trenches were dug down to natural soil (compact mottled sandy
silt overlying decomposed sandstone). & @A G2 AR FofE Wow I7 (@ Hrfd T fds
GG T AR AMferR SwRe) #=f® 497 11 =@ | Like most Chalcolithic sites in West Bengal, there
were two main periods: AF=ResR ST SIN-ewa YA ATIER ol 94iEe 96 4 7F I 89 7R (a)
Chalcolithic and () o19-e=7 o= #&; «3= (b) Iron Age. (¥) M= @ »&F 1 The Chalcolithic period
may be divided into two phases - one pre-metallic and the other pure Chalcolithic. ©15-e== @ &
QR WETena qors Ree 3t (g {7e! 4 g wwh @3e o-a%q »F 1 The span of the
Chalcolithic period in West Bengal is ¢ 1600 BC - 750 BC. Of the six periods noticed at the site, the
first two were Chalcolithic (the first one was pre-metallic in as much as no metal was found in it);
AN 05 OIY-2B I WIS {2 I dvoo ABSE (AF aco B #% | the third was transitional
(overlapping of Chalcolithic age & Iron age equipments); the fourth represented the Iron age; g
A0 P HFITTS (SIN-2BY (AT == Feor “mifer); the fifth belonged to early historic and the sixth to
Pala or early medieval times. 59¢ /7 N Yo7 BAE WPt 7 A6 B9 e A2 oo @ 19 =9
1 o121 S W4y oo +AReE Woat 3@ 1 The excavation at Pandu Rajar Dhibi has provided evidence
for the gradual growth of a Chalcolithic culture and its displacement by iron-using people. =g &=
fofare «Afapifere aweifes Tedm (AF -9 I Fcglon FARS GH1 gIR (TR FIRGHE 7 fFeia
SIME I WE F9 (7 7% &l A1 There is evidence of a great conflagration in period 111, which
may be considered as the transitional period. $SIT #4 1 ¥t @3 SRR AT SEATS 2SN A, Al
W s wfesEs feas | The transition perhaps led to the exit of the Chalcolithic people and
entrance of the Iron Age people. S ((F TACS! OY-ABIYANT NCIA &FF @ (*1 Lo NFCIA ST 0B |



http://localhost:49160/HT/B_0526.HTM
http://localhost:49160/HTB/103644.htm
http://localhost:49160/HT/M_0043.HTM

2.Ques: Briefly explain the economic condition of Ancient Bengal. (2008)

From very ancient times agriculture has been the main source of the livelihood. aibiwsi=1 (2tsg F
Jreiferm &ifFa T IRice was the most important and one of the oldest crops. € fee1 Sro5® aFgId @
Aoy *Prefem @G 1 The earliest reference to this crop is found in the Mahasthan Brahmi
Inscription belonging to the third or the second century BC. g™ 3=t frrfafre fig=F gor af 7o
*orF 4Itd AN St ved W IThis crop is also mentioned in several other literary sources:
KalidasaRaghovngsa, Ramcharita, Casapala, and Saduktikarnamrita. = IS0 @RS @ TR
TrEd R FIEMEE TR ¢ AR Ay gR FEIAR ¢ fesAye’ @efe T | Inscriptions,
particularly those issued by the Sena rulers, contain description of paddy fields. ¢ FECy Reweid
fifen ffte qrwres a3 Aieal IR (o1 Frece [edwers [fes ffere gmrrres Rea a1 shexm a3 |
Thus, the Anulia copperplate of Laksmansena mentions the harvest of sali rice in autumn. ==
O ST ST (ZNe3 =Nferdiq FI617 Srave a7z | The same inscription tells us that the king gave
away to Brahmans several villages containing lands producing paddy. @33 feifste i@e =itz @, qre
IO (ISR SO AW W @ | Another reference to this crop is found in the Edilpur
copperplate. In this inscription paddy is referred to in general term as Sali. Eme7[@ SRR <=
FFH TrAd AT A | OTS S AR el =Nfer @7 2@ | The basic livestock of the peasants was
cattle, used for ploughing, transport and various dairy products. 5@%, #f{aze ¢ fAfeq yaers ==
T RS FIPOE T AT foeT o7 | Wealth was sometimes measured in terms of the number of
cattle in one's possession. FF WA T FXTS FUqE FNFA mewieed “Afwiel T4 2ol | As evidenced
by available ancient inscriptions and texts, Bengal in ancient times had a settled economy
characterized by extensive internal and external trade and commerce. @59 1% 8 7fR-o@Fa JACH
gIfTe = (@, ABHIE @tie ¢ e e qonee qera wdhife 3t 75 g &=t | Bengal was
indeed integrated to commercial hubs of South and Southeast Asia, even to those of the Middle
East and Europe, according to Periplus. (@2t [R&@el (At &= T3, wfw ¢ wiEe-oF afm, av= i
DT 8 TECANR A AN AT 791 91t T | In facilitating the market operation there must
have been some device as exchange medium. S<FIE AfAfTF FHFIe ARBEANG T AWH-LWITF <IN

RO R SR¥e T8 AT ofheat (o= |

3.Ques: What is “ Matsanayam”? In this context explain the political condition of ancient
Bengal during one hundred years following the death of Sasanka.

Matsyanyayam the condition of Bengal in the century following the death of SHASHANKA and
before the rise of the Palas (c 750-850 AD) has been described as matsyanyayam (matsyanyayam).
NSHTHRY A& *MFT TOF A7 (A A A0 NPT 57 #8 THRHI0E AER ASASCS 9F 5%
fegedsi=if =gl | In @ near contemporary inscription, the Khalimpur copperplate of the 32nd year of
the second Pala ruler DHARMAPALA, and the 12th century RAMACHARITAM kavya of
Sandhyakaranandi the anarchical condition of Bengal preceding the rise of the Pala dynasty is found
mentioned as matsyanyayam. & TINREFCER QF0 FHTs RoR #Fmee (AR Aered oIoT J=0d
YIS QT2 SRFA Q32 THIFH T ANGRON FIC #/1eT A SRS 276! T I A
SESE WSHNHRY AT SrAe F41 *A2 (The Sanskrit term matsyanyayam, used in ancient texts, bears
special significance. The Kautilya Arthashastra defines the term as follows: &5 ifzre; T7Te TFe
= NeTHRY [{ew 9w | @ era g9FEa 3 e SEas an s T@ez: When the law of
punishment is kept in abeyance, it gives rise to such disorder as is implied in the proverb of fishes,
FL MG AT SR FMS A A AMF O G FAGS O B =, A ACRA Ay A @Abfere eAbac
W fage | ie, the larger fish swallows a smaller one, for in the absence of a magistrate, the strong
will swallow the weak.si€ie SiF® q@ W2 (26 W2CS AT FC, FAT WZT RN TR TSN HI+T
IR ol A0S |
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We have no direct evidence from which to discern the social ramifications of this anarchy. «2
(ARTETR g e Mawfe mmees SRS (@ eo W #hedl A’ =1 1 But indirect deductions from
the available evidence make it clear that in the absence of peace and order there was a decline in
trade and commerce. St AAF B (AF 961 ™E (T, MW ¢ e Ao FA-MEy WS @l
frcafes |

4.Ques: How did Bakhtiar Khalji establish Muslim rule in Bengal?( 2006)

Bakhtiyar Khalji inaugurated Muslim rule in Bengal by conquering its northwestern part in early
1205 AD. Ifoqila <& s20¢ BT 2w Wis e TeR-AMwie] & FF I Pier #5141
3@ 1 In 1203 AD Bakhtiyar made a sudden dash against Bihar, occupied it and returned with
enormous booty. 3209 BT IS W& =1 (R =T NG FEA @ (37 B T I 2pd 47-TH01R
geyaen 339 IHe met Qutbuddin and gave him rich presents. fof FgaewA S2AcF L FFIR IR ©IF
TR $oRE amiF 3@ | Qutbuddin in turn received him with great honour. SIR#C% FgaCwFS ©IF
SWE Srerda & | Turning now his attention towards Bengal Bakhtiyar started on his adventure in
the winter of 1204-05 AD and, proceeding through the unfrequented Jharkhand region, marched
so swiftly towards Nadia that only eighteen horsemen could keep pace with him. Sres7q Iufezia
TG QI e O qiE Fam S0 13%08-0¢ BT Mol fof O qemi wfeaH o S R A0
7o SRETICER W4y i e 2@ @S weeifere TaRie e «is =1 (@, $IF AN Ma IS SR 57
S (F04 SIS (ATARe | The city dwellers took him to be a horse-dealer and he captured the palace
by surprise. Raja laksmanasena 'fled away by the back-door' bare footed. Meanwhile the main
army of Bakhtiyar Khalji arrived and Nadia came under his possession. F&aRQ! SIF (IS A7 A0
WA FCARE | ISR TG STofH0e @ BTy SR 7o FEA | A TR TN (IR waen ed
SIfeTea A | ZrSTeey IFSTF & T AT e 7T A% @32 T S SfHE AT | Bakhtiyar Khalji stayed
in Nadia for a short period and then marched upon Gaur (Lakhnauti). 34fsaF <& FEFE TNED
T TR SRR FEE @3 od fSF (ofted ( #@deife ) s 9@ &= 1 He conquered it without any
resistance in 601 AH/1205 AD and made it the seat of his government. ™ vos fTEfats (s20¢ 1))
T A4 (T &F FCIF @32 G SIF ASERT B9 &9 | Afterwards he proceeded eastward and
extended his authority over north Bengal. Sresoq fofi s&fce SeP 77 @3 Tee AIETR ©F S g
369 | Bakhtiyar Khalji's territories extended from the modern town of Purnia via Devkot(in

Dinajpur) to the town of Rangpur in the north, to the river Padma in the south, to the rivers Tista
and Karatoa in the east and to the previously captured territory of Bihar in the west.33fsqa <&&
e T8Ca IONA S{ff *=F (AF @6 (MAesR) (o 7@ Ted-7F e cieryfersitd aod *=a 71, afwed
o A1, 4 fo%1 ¢ TS T G AP o 7 S [zm +4S g fe |

5.Qus: Do you agree with the view that the Hussain Shahi period was the Golden Age in the
history of Muslim Bengal?

Husain Shahi Rule (1494-1538 AD) occupies a significant place in the medieval history of Bengal.
RITNZ T QSN NG T QTR SN @ gy B o€ w0 aeez | It marked the
zenith of the Independent Sultanate in Bengal. @ <ie fee1 @ FdT SAromces Wifeq AE®
€1 IHusain Shahi rule was characterised by territorial expansion, stabilisation of administration

and significant developments in religion, literature, the arts and the economy. JTEHF TR, T
ST @ 4, AfZwy, M ¢ ILRNET CFq STy TS q @R 21T (&HENS |
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In this period Bengal's political isolation from North India reached its culminating point, and this
helped her to reinforce her cultural identity. 4 St Tws ©R® (AT ETH O AeAos [itemTel T

gl Al Areei ¢ Rl el Fea | AfRfors Jmeiome @ siwes @HEfes swfee 1The literary
renaissance which characterised the period was but a flowering of the local genius which had
remained repressed in the earlier period. @51 fes1 Z_R afeom sr=imm, T ST W fow
wswive (Though in this period Bengal did not witness the emergence of any new forms of art, the
surviving specimens of fine arts and architecture indicate an advanced stage of development and
seem to reflect the prosperity of the period. @ ST JETR To7 4R (I e [FH F1 qoce1e Hieae1 @
Fererd Rmw T3 et @ e fe et Se e 93  te @ e TYfee afewe Wbz 1The
Husain Shahi rulers, taking off the cloak of their foreign origin, tried to identify themselves with
local aspirations, and the development of the Muslim mind was, more or less, along the lines of the
indigenous culture. TN “MFal Sima IZATS 267 TR S EwWE BN SAH-SFEFR 70
SRR 21 FAIT (OB FLAN G2 @ SN (WA AF o QI3 PAfersy e FNef! iK1 9¢6 1 The period saw
the advent of the Europeans in Bengal. @ 3w i E8szews si==+ w6 (Towards the close of the
period Mughal rule touched only the outer fringe of Bengal and European trade and commerce were
yet to have a proper beginning. @ SIS (<7 it Joie =9 vy AR TS FRBIR 26t (Moefeet ade
TR Jfeley w47 @ =2eWF #itdl | The period witnessed the initial signs of the new forces that were
destined to shape the life of the country for centuries to come. In that sense the period represents a
‘formative period' of Bengal history. R3St *ertafiits ¢red RA4RRE FemasEr Tom *fesfa afs g
T @ SN AOTF I AR | G o @ AN few e IR 16get 1S0, we say that Hussain Shahi
period was the Golden Age in the history of Muslim Bengal.

The accounts of VARTHEMA, BARBOSA, TOME PIRES (written in the early 16th century) and Joao de
Barros (written immediately after the fall of the Husain Shahi dynasty) together with Bengali
poems, Persian literature, coins and inscriptions give many indications of developments in the field
of economy. JIEN =y, FROT AfXey, Y@ ¢ FPHFEFPR ST, IFEPT, €I PIE (e *oRE (o™
fafie) 93z (erEe S, [T (TR I 2o S[iRRs 2 fofie) faae @ s sdtafss ovm@
T e *f3re Wi e | Bengal derived her wealth mainly from agriculture, trade and industry. $f¥,
Jiferery @ g (A2 AE AL wIF T wrFe w9 | It is not possible to have a precise idea about the
ratio of the urban and rural populations. *i=@ € &St TR SFATS FTF 9 Gl (Fe 7WI 77 |
Since the society of medieval Bengal was basically agricultural, people living in villages must have
outnumbered those in towns and cities. TR AR NG Foro FRfCfGF 2eAT AN PREEE! A

JT ¥ @ TRRAHE (@ I”ed @ fe=m | Considered from the point of view of its economic
structure, the village in medieval Bengal did not differ much from its modern counterpart. @3
SLfAfoT FOTAR FRTHI (AF RCIv! Fa0eT NGO ISR & SIF T6H elfSamesiq (57 33 @ fomes fomt 71
It had a number of inter-dependent socio-economic groups, which functioned collectively to sustain
the life of the entire rural population. «3 Stz FOTIR FRIFI (TF [CIAT FACA T IR QN
T ITOTA &fSHAT (G1F ¥ @ fowed feat 71 1 | A g Ao SaAe sd-ifes @@ fewt @ anwg e
TSI el 5l F1kts e F9w | Though mainly based on land and its produce, the village had
a limited amount of trade and commerce. 3 ¢ ¥¥ Tevm 7y WLATST RN o1 fofe qrere &y Hifve
sifasiel g=eT-qifeeye feet | In contrast, towns and cities saw the concentration of people associated with
administration, trade and commerce. ST *17F 8 T &P ¢ JA-feTa T3 wow Jfema TN
@l @9 | There were a few towns and cities, such as Gaur, Pandua, Satgaon, Chittagong and
Sonargaon, whose existence in the period can be explained in terms of political and commercial
reasons. (e, *lg3, A, BIAT 8 (THANE-9F WS FFFH *TF ¢ 97 foo @3 Aweafss ¢ Afifens
ATATSTCAZ (37 S QfeT ATw Srafee |
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Sonargaon, situated between the Laksya and the Meghna, used to export rice and cloth to different
parts of the world. &= 8 (AR JGTS! JH SRFe ENFReNS [ [fon wwte vt ¢ 37 a9 99 |
Chittagong, located on the Karnafuli and facing the Bay of Bengal, held a precarious position in the
commercial life of Bengal, for its possession was being disputed by the rulers of Bengal, Tippera
and Arakan. FEeR Sitg qa IHNET Y TS BTN S[IA foet e Afeifens G 472 3w,
FF @3 SfEPE e e, @@ ¢ SRR A o [k few 1 But it was of unique interest to the
Portuguese who called it Porto Grande. &8 “gforenaa a6 @ 7w feel 472 AT @2 ST GTF (AT
ame’ Wy wfefges $ww | The metal industry flourished; blacksmiths and goldsmiths constituted
distinct economic classes. @ s el e [F 906 | IR ¢ (R fear (R Tdtafor @NT S |
The Husain Shahi rulers issued numerous silver coins and only a few gold coins. @& Feromore
Qo M @M 8 WERYE FER @6e w@w | Nusrat and Mahmud issued copper coins, which
Were rare pieces. THe ¢ VW TS O &be Fearzeed | There is a sudden influx of silver
coins, very rich in variety, in the Husain Shahi period. @1 SICe Ree 7247% @ g 404 (=@
wisfE e w06 | This undoubtedly suggests that there was a considerable increase in the volume
of foreign trade in the period. @ (AF & SCE @AWRE ANEHI AT TRITRACT 1T 2f3re =ewt AT |

6. Qus: Write short note on Bara Bhuiyans. (2010)

The Bara-Bhuiyans were the local chiefs and zAMINDARS who put up strong resistance to the
Mughals during the time of AKBAR and JAHANGIR. JITA! $2 AR BN 24 ¢ GmiF, AR F9
GRS 99 AeeI YR efswy ote greteeew 1 The term Bara-Bhuiyans means twelve
bhuiyans, Jc=1-v2a1 *=fba =< Acare ©231 1 but who these bhuiyans were could not be identified for a
long time. ©@ F1 faew @ EAeE S ©f q2f of® e g st T 1 In fact, during the
interregnum between Afghan rule and the rise of Mughal power in Bengal, various parts of Bengal
passed to the control of several military chiefs, bhuiyans and zamindars. @FS7TF UG SFNT
AT 8 oo A&q TANT JLST AN IR [(Afoq Garel T2 ANEE <, 927 g3 wiwRma Fges
5¢1 I | They jointly, and more often severally resisted Mughal expansion and ruled their respective
territories as independent or semi-independent chiefs. el $¥ve (@ied R @l TR JLFONT Yo/
T f6TS FRMRET @3 R I - *NAFHRCA SIwd et (8 Qe 151 =07 Frafee |

One group of scholars says the term Bara Bhuiyan does not necessarily mean exactly twelve
bhuiyans or chiefs, the term was applied loosely to mean many. @sme sfés T (@, A ©I]A =6
Rgerei AT ©2A1 A 49AE (@RI ql; I7 S RS @ =[5 [7%e =@ | As number twelve was
sacred to the Hindus, feqma e it 1S fest sifig | these scholars examined traditions from
scriptures to find out in which of the cases the number twelve was used. &F @4 @ 3T =W
IS RARE ©f L& (77 T4 Srwe* #Af&woiel g3=iicaa SRl 9% stzv 1 They applied the term Bara-
Bhuiyans to those who fought for the freedom of their motherland, s Sreefiw F@ToR & A= &
FIEMREH ©rd (@RS A 93 =G WRE e | though in actual practice the number of such
freedom fighters was much more than twelve. &8 eFests @ e YoM @R TR foe AT
e A @1 This view was later modified by another group of scholars to say that only those
bhuiyans who fought against Mughal aggression were known as Bara-Bhuiyans. *RaSFIa1 Sy qFwe
A& @ ToIM FCNYT FF T (@, T TIE NAPTA [0 O FARCT Y O Al 9=l Ay
“fsfow® | Even the fighters against the Mughals were many more than twelve, so this group also failed
to identify the Bara-Bhuiyans. Sizete, Jo-va [eera AeiRFRIma 147l fodt a0 SIS | 01 @ wee Rt
YRR *e F0S Y 7 |

In recent years, the question of identification of the Bara-Bhuiyans has been studied afresh and they
have been identified more or less satisfactorily. sireifos Ieasfice At L2AW o et ToFeR
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T TSI AAH I AR GR WO MEReAFed [ 4 W9 =2z | Mughal historians, Abul
Fazl and Mirza Nathan, state the number of Bhuiyans as twelve, == @fszifse Sget weet ¢ fiet Tiw
T2 QIMAR SRYT] AT I S AR |

After the Mughal campaign in Bhati, as found in the Akbarnama, the following list of the Bhuiyans
may be drawn up: ST 2@ SIf6Ts Jemma T@Rated [Rae SaE pedimd FRes Sife! s 41
@ce “Ad: (i) Isa Khan Masnad-i-Ala, () %51 9 woem-2-wiet, (i) lbrahim Naral, (*) 23212 75 (iii)
Karimdad Musazai, () sf=wmm g, (iv) Majlis Dilwar, (8) w&fe™1 merezr=, (v) Majlis Pratap, , (¢)
wefer e, (vi) Kedar Rai, (v) @wiw =, (vii) Sher Khan, (q) ¢ <, (viii) Bhadur Ghazi, (v)
JrME &, (ix) Tila Ghazi, () fs=1i ai&t,  (x) Chand Ghazi, (yo0) Wi¥3 517, (xi) Sultan Ghazi, (5»)
ero of&t, (xii) Selim Ghazi, (52) Gifer =&t (xiii) Qasim Ghazi. (o) FIE &t |

In the Baharistan-i-Ghaibi, the names of Musa Khan and his 12 zamindar allies are as follows:
JRREIT-Z- MR P ¢ S A Ng-wimigd a9 Aveq I | amd 99 f{5ge: (i) Musa Khan
Masnad-i-Ala, (ii) Alaul Khan, (iii) Abdullah Khan, (iv) Mahmud Khan, (v) Bahadur Ghazi, (vi)
Sona Ghazi, (vii) Anwar Ghazi, (viii) Shaikh Pir, (ix) Mirza Mumin, (X) Madhav Rai, (xi) Binode
Rai, (xii) Pahlwan, (xiii) Haji Shamsuddin Baghdadi. () SRIN SoAR-2-97el, (R) SIS 4H, ()
RYER A, (8) W A, (¢) IATMF A&, (Y) T &L, (Q) SR A&, (b)) <12 A4, (5) et I, (30)
WIHT A, (33) /@M TR, (3R) *I=eTSTA, (d©) & =y Atsmiat | The patriotic Bhuiyans, who resisted
the Mughal conquest, were famous as Bara-Bhuiyans or twelve Bhuiyans, I+ siare afszesat
(TN QI AT 92T SN ARG $IA el WIS e FeAees | but in both the above lists, there are
thirteen names. 58 Toitzm ft wifewices (oo w3 AW @Az | Actually they were thirteen
including the leader, and in fact both Abul Fazl and Mirza Nathan, while referring to the Bara-
Bhuiyans, wrote, 'Isa Khan made the 12 zamindars of Bengal subject to himself', ¥t (TR O
foreM (STATEA AR TS A FeE @3 St TN qome A QI ot Face I *orared SE iER
A G wRE o S&iE e | and elsewhere Mirza Nathan wrote 'Musa Khan and his 12
zamindar allies'. /7@ fSet M TrA2 FEW, T 8 ©F A GHwd Na' |
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