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1.Ques: Give a short description of the Pandu Rajar Dhibi. (2007) 

Pandu Rajar Dhibi situated at Panduk (Burdwan District) on the Ajay, was the first chalcolithic 

site discovered in West Bengal, India. cvíy ivRvi wXwe  fviGZi cwøgeGãi ARq bG`i ZxGi eaÆgvb •Rjvi cvíyK-
‣ AvweÓ•‡Z Aò AçGji cÉ^g ZvgË-cÉÕ¦i hyMxq cÉðÕ©j| It is situated about 40 kilometres to the northwest of 

BIRBHANPUR, a microlithic site, and was excavated by BB Lal in 1954-57. gaÅ-cÉÕ¦i hyMxq cÉðÕ©j 
exifbcyi ‣i cÉvq PwÍÏk wKGjvwgUvi Dîi-cwøGg ‣wU AewÕ©Z|1954-57 mvGji gGaÅ we.we jvj KZ‡ÆK ‣LvGb DrLbb 
cwiPvwjZ nq| The excavations at Pandu Rajar Dhibi, carried out in several phases in 1962-1965 and 

in 1985 by the West Bengal Department of Archaeology have brought to light the chalcolithic phase 

of the prehistory of Bengal. cwøgeGãi cÉðZvwî½K Awa`µ¦Gii DG`ÅvGM 1962-65 ‣es 1985 mvGj cvíy ivRvi wXweGZ 
KGqK `dv cÉðZvwî½K DrLbb PGj ‣es evsjvi cÉvKBwZnvGmi ZvgË-cÉÕ¦i hyMxq mvsÕ•‡wZK chÆvq RbmÁÃyGL cÉKvwkZ nq| Of 

the chalcolithic sites that have been found, Pandu Rajar Dhibi is by far the most interesting. ‣ chÆ ¦̄ 
AvweÓ•‡Z ZvgË-cÉÕ¦i hyMxq cÉðÕ©Gji gGaÅ meGPGq •K…Z„nGjvóxcK nGœQ cvíy ivRvi wXwe|  The main mound of Pandu 

Rajar Dhibi is associated with King Pandu of MAHABHARATA fame. gnvfviZ LÅvZ ivRv cvíyi mGã cvíy 
ivRvi wXwei cÉavb wXwe ev Õ¦ƒcwU mÁ¼®¬hyî× nGZ cvGi| The mound (200m  170m) has been excavated five 

times between 1962-85. In all 53 trenches of different sizes, varying from 4m  4m to 10m  5m, 

were excavated. 1962-85 mvGji gGaÅ wXwewUGZ (200wg-170wg) cuvPevi cÉðZvwî½K DrLbb cwiPvwjZ nq| 44wg •^GK 
105wg chÆ ¦̄ wewf®² AvKvGii 53wU •UÇç-‣ Lbb KvR PGj|  The height of the central portion of the mound is 5m 

from the road-level. wXwewUi cÉavb Ask ivÕ¦v •^GK 5 wgUvi DuPz|The 1985 excavation has clearly shown that 

there were, in all, six periods of occupation at the site. 1985 mvGji DrLbGbi gvaÅGg ‣ cÉðÕ©Gj myÕ·Ó¡ 6wU Õ¦i 
ev cGeÆi m®¬vb cvIqv •MGQ|  Some of the trenches were dug down to natural soil (compact mottled sandy 

silt overlying decomposed sandstone). •Kvb •Kvb •UÇç ‣GKevGi Õ¼vfvweK gvwUi Õ¦i (•eGjcv^i P„GYÆi dGj MwVZ 
RgvUeuvav bvbv iGOi evwji AvÕ¦iY) chÆ¯¦ Lbb Kiv nGqGQ| Like most Chalcolithic sites in West Bengal, there 

were two main periods: cwøgeGãi AwaKvsk ZvgË-cÉÕ¦i hyMxq cÉðÕ©Gji gGZv ‣LvGbI `ywU cÉavb ceÆ ev Õ¦i iGqGQ:  (a) 

Chalcolithic and (K) ZvgË-cÉÕ¦i hyGMi ceÆ; ‣es (b) Iron Age. (L) •j…n hyGMi ceÆ|  The Chalcolithic period 

may be divided into two phases - one pre-metallic and the other pure Chalcolithic. ZvgË-cÉÕ¦i hyGMi ceÆ 
Avevi •gvUvgywUfvGe `yfvGM wefî× ‣KwU avZzhyGMi cƒeÆeZÆx ceÆ ‣es AbÅwU cÉK‡Z ZvgË-cÉÕ¦i ceÆ|  The span of the 

Chalcolithic period in West Bengal is c 1600 BC - 750 BC. Of the six periods noticed at the site, the 

first two were Chalcolithic (the first one was pre-metallic in as much as no metal was found in it); 

cwøg eGã ZvgË-cÉÕ¦i hyM AeÅvnZ wQj mÁ¿eZ 1600 wLËÓ¡cƒeÆvõ •^GK 750 wLËÓ¡cƒeÆvõ chÆ ¦̄| the third was transitional 

(overlapping of Chalcolithic age & Iron age equipments); the fourth represented the Iron age; Z‡Zxq 
Õ¦iwU hyMmw®¬ÞYgƒjK (ZvgË-cÉÕ¦ihyM •^GK •j…n hyGM c`vcÆY);  the fifth belonged to early historic and the sixth to 

Pala or early medieval times. PZz^Æ chÆvq •j…n hyGMi Õ¦iGK wbG`Æk KGi; cçg Õ¦i Avw` HwZnvwmK hyGMi ‣es lÓ¤ Õ¦i 
cvj A^ev Avw` gaÅ hyGMi chÆvqGK wbG`Æk KGi| The excavation at Pandu Rajar Dhibi has provided evidence 

for the gradual growth of a Chalcolithic culture and its displacement by iron-using people. cvíy ivRvi 
wXweGZ cwiPvwjZ cÉðZvwî½K DrLbb •^GK ZvgË-cÉÕ¦i hyMxq msÕ•‡wZi ò×gweeZÆGbi aviv ‣es •jvnv eÅenviKvix gvbyl wKfvGe 
ZvG`i Õ©vb `Lj Kij •m mÁ·GKÆ Rvbv hvq| There is evidence of a great conflagration in period III, which 

may be considered as the transitional period. Z‡Zxq ceÆ ev Õ¦Gi ‣K fqven Aw™²KvGíi AvjvgZ cvIqv hvq, hv 
mÁ¿eZ ‣KwU ò×vw¯¦KvjGK wbG`Æk KGi| The transition perhaps led to the exit of the Chalcolithic people and 

entrance of the Iron Age people. ZLb •^GK nqGZv ZvgË-cÉÕ¦ihyMxq gvbyGli cÉÕ©vb I •j…n hyGMi gvbyGli AvMgb NGU|  
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2.Ques: Briefly explain the economic condition of Ancient Bengal. (2008) 

From very ancient times agriculture has been the main source of the livelihood. cÉvPxbKvj •^GKB K‡wl 
evOvwji RxweKvi Drm|Rice was the most important and one of the oldest crops. avb wQj AZÅ¯¦ ài‚Z½cƒYÆ I 
cÉvPxbZg kmÅàwji ‣KwU| The earliest reference to this crop is found in the Mahasthan Brahmi 

Inscription belonging to the third or the second century BC. gnvÕ©vb eËvþx wkjvwjwcGZ wLËÓ¡cƒeÆ Z‡Zxq ev w«¼Zxq 
kZGK avGbi meÆcÉ^g DGÍÏL cvIqv hvq|This crop is also mentioned in several other literary sources: 

KalidasaRaghovngsa, Ramcharita, Casapala, and Saduktikarnamrita. AbÅ KGqKwU •jLvqI ‣ kGmÅi 
DGÍÏL iGqGQ Kvwj`vGmi ‧iNyesk  I ‧ivgPwiZ  MÉG¯© ‣es ‧Kvmvcvjv  I ‧m`ywî×KYÆvg†Z  cÉf‡wZ iPbvq| Inscriptions, 
particularly those issued by the Sena rulers, contain description of paddy fields. •mb ivRGZ½ weGklfvGe 
wewf®² wjwcGZ avbGÞGZi weÕ¦i eYÆbv cvIqv hvq|•mb ivRGZ½ weGklfvGe wewf®² wjwcGZ avbGÞGZi weÕ¦i eYÆbv cvIqv hvq|   
Thus, the Anulia copperplate of Laksmansena mentions the harvest of sali rice in autumn. jßY 
•mGbi Abywjqv ZvgËkvmGb •ngG¯¦ kvwjavb KvUvi DGÍÏL iGqGQ|  The same inscription tells us that the king gave 
away to Brahmans several villages containing lands producing paddy. ‣KB wjwcGZ AviI AvGQ •h, ivRv 
eËvþYG`i avbxRwgmn KGqKwU MÉvg `vb KGib| Another reference to this crop is found in the Edilpur 
copperplate. In this inscription paddy is referred to in general term as Sali. Bw`jcyi ZvgËkvmGb avGbi 
AvGiKwU DGÍÏL cvIqv hvq| ‣GZ avbGK mvaviY AG^Æ kvwj ejv nGqGQ| The basic livestock of the peasants was 
cattle, used for ploughing, transport and various dairy products. Pvlvev`, cwienY I wewf®² `y™¬RvZ mvgMÉxi 
RbÅ eÅen…Z K‡lKG`i gƒj c÷mÁ·` wQj Mi‚| Wealth was sometimes measured in terms of the number of 
cattle in one's possession. Mi‚i msLÅv w`Gq KLbI KLbI •jvGKi abG`…jGZi cwigvc Kiv nGZv| As evidenced 
by available ancient inscriptions and texts, Bengal in ancient times had a settled economy 
characterized by extensive internal and external trade and commerce. cÉvPxb wjwc I cyw^-cyÕ¦GKi mvGÞÅ 
cÉgvwYZ nq •h, cÉvPxbKvGj ․eG`wkK I AfÅ¯¦ixY evwYGRÅi eG`…jGZ evsjvi A^ÆbxwZ ‣KwU †̀p AeÕ©vGb wQj| Bengal was 
indeed integrated to commercial hubs of South and Southeast Asia, even to those of the Middle 
East and Europe, according to Periplus. •cwiµÏvGmi weeiY •^GK Rvbv hvq, `wÞY I `wÞY-cƒeÆ ‣wkqv, ‣gbwK 
gaÅcÉvPÅ I BDGivGci mGã evsjvi evwYwRÅK mÁ·KÆ MGo DGVwQj| In facilitating the market operation there must 

have been some device as exchange medium. ZrKvGj evwYwRÅK KgÆKví cwiPvjbvi RbÅ Av`vb-cÉ`vGbi gvaÅg 
wnGmGe gỳ ËveÅeÕ©vi AwÕ¦GZ½i myÕ·Ó¡ wb`kÆb cvIqv •MGQ| 

 

3.Ques: What is “ Matsanayam”? In this context explain the political condition of ancient 

Bengal during one hundred years following the death of Sasanka. 

Matsyanyayam the condition of Bengal in the century following the death of SHASHANKA and 

before the rise of the Palas (c 750-850 AD) has been described as matsyanyayam (matsyanyayam). 
gvrmÅbÅvqg&  ivRv kkvGâi g†ZzÅi ci •^GK cvj ivResGki AfzÅ`Gqi cƒeÆ chÆ¯¦ mgqKvGj evsjvi ivRbxwZGZ ‣K Pig 
wek†›LjvcƒYÆ AeÕ©v| In a near contemporary inscription, the Khalimpur copperplate of the 32nd year of 

the second Pala ruler DHARMAPALA, and the 12th century RAMACHARITAM kavya of 

Sandhyakaranandi the anarchical condition of Bengal preceding the rise of the Pala dynasty is found 

mentioned as matsyanyayam. cÉvq mgmvgwqKKvGji ‣KwU wjwcGZ w«¼Zxq cvjkvmK agÆcvGji ivRGZ½i 32Zg eQGi 
cÉKvwkZ Lvwjgcyi ZvgËkvmb ‣es m®¬ÅvKi b±`xi ivgPwiZg KvGeÅ cvj ivResGki AeÅewnZ cƒeÆeZÆx mgGq evsjvi ․bivRÅKi 
AeÕ©vGK ‧gvrmÅbÅvqg&  eGj DGÍÏL Kiv nGqGQ|The Sanskrit term matsyanyayam, used in ancient texts, bears 

special significance. The Kautilya Arthashastra  defines the term as follows: cÉvPxb mvwnGZÅ eÅen…Z msÕ•‡Z 
kõ gvrmÅbÅvqg& weGkl A^Æen| •K…wUGjÅi A^ÆkvÕ¨-‣ ‣B kõwUi wbÁ²i…c eÅvLÅv Kiv nGqGQ: When the law of 

punishment is kept in abeyance, it gives rise to such disorder as is implied in the proverb of fishes, 
hLb `í `vGbi AvBb Õ©wMZ ev AKvhÆKi ^vGK ZLb ‣gb AivRK AeÕ©vi m†wÓ¡ nq, hv gvGQi ivRÅ mÁ·GKÆ cÉPwjZ cÉPeGbi 
gGaÅ wea†Z| ie, the larger fish swallows a smaller one, for in the absence of a magistrate, the strong 

will swallow the weak.A^Ævr AGcÞvK‡Z eo gvQ •QvU gvQGK MÉvm KGi, KviY AvBb cÉGqvMKvix msÕ©vi AeZÆgvGb mej 
`yeÆjGK MÉvm KiGeB| 
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We have no direct evidence from which to discern the social ramifications of this anarchy. ‣B 
․bivRÅKi AeÕ©vi mvgvwRK w`Kàwj wbi…cGYi mnvqK •Kvb cÉZÅÞ mvÞÅ cvIqv hvq bv|  But indirect deductions from 

the available evidence make it clear that in the absence of peace and order there was a decline in 

trade and commerce. ZGe cGivÞ Z^Å •^GK ‣Uv Õ·Ó¡ •h, kvw¯¦ I k†›Ljvi AfvGe eÅemvq-evwYGRÅ AGavMwZ •`Lv 
w`GqwQj| 

4.Ques: How did Bakhtiar Khalji establish Muslim rule in Bengal?( 2006) 

Bakhtiyar Khalji inaugurated Muslim rule in Bengal by conquering its northwestern part in early 

1205 AD. eLwZqvi LjRx   1205 wLËÓ¡vGõi cÉ^g w`GK evsjvi Dîi-cwøgvsk Rq KGi •mLvGb gymwjg kvmGbi mƒPbv 
KGib| In 1203 AD Bakhtiyar made a sudden dash against Bihar, occupied it and returned with 

enormous booty. 1203 wLËÓ¡vGõ eLwZqvi LjRx nVvr KGi wenvi Avò×gY KGib ‣es •m Õ©vb `Lj KGi cÉPzi ab-mÁ·`mn 
cÉZÅveZÆb KGib|He met Qutbuddin and gave him rich presents. wZwb KzZzeDóxb AvBeGKi mvG^ mvÞvr KGi ZuvGK 
gƒjÅevb Dcnvi cÉ`vb KGib| Qutbuddin in turn received him with great honour. AcicGÞ KzZzeDóxbI ZuvGK 
mv`i AfÅ^Æbv Rvbvb|  Turning now his attention towards Bengal Bakhtiyar started on his adventure in 

the winter of 1204-05 AD and, proceeding through the unfrequented Jharkhand region, marched 

so swiftly towards Nadia that only eighteen horsemen could keep pace with him. AZtci eLwZqvi 
LjRx evsjvi w`GK Zuvi †̀wÓ¡ wbe«¬ KGib|1204-05 wLËÓ¡vGõi kxZKvGj wZwb Zuvi ỳtmvnmx Awfhvb ÷i‚ KGib ‣es SvoLGíi 
`yMÆg AiYÅvçGji gaÅ w`Gq AMÉmi nGq ‣Z Ë̀‚ZMwZGZ b`xqvi w`GK avweZ nb •h, Zuvi mvG^ gvò AvVvGivRb Ak¼vGivnx ․mbÅ 
Zvj •iGL AvmGZ •cGiwQj|  The city dwellers took him to be a horse-dealer and he captured the palace 

by surprise. Raja laksmanasena 'fled away by the back-door' bare footed. Meanwhile the main 

army of Bakhtiyar Khalji arrived and Nadia came under his possession. bMievmxiv ZuvGK •Nvov eÅemvqx eGj 
gGb KGiwQj| eLwZqvi LjRx AZwKÆGZ Avò×gY PvwjGq ivRcÉvmv` `Lj KGib| ivRv jßYGmb b™²cG` •cQGbi `iRv w`Gq 
cvwjGq hvb| BGZvgGaÅ eLwZqvi LjRxi gƒj evwnbxI ‣Gm cGo ‣es b`xqv Zuvi AwaKvGi AvGm| Bakhtiyar Khalji stayed 

in Nadia for a short period and then marched upon Gaur (Lakhnauti). eLwZqvi LjRx Õ¼Í¸Kvjxb mgGqi 
RbÅ b`xqvq AeÕ©vb KGib ‣es cGi wZwb •M…Goi ( jLGb…wZ ) w`GK hvòv KGib| He conquered it without any 

resistance in 601 AH/1205 AD and made it the seat of his government. wZwb 601 wnRwiGZ (1205 wLË.) 

webv evavq •M…o Rq KGib ‣es •mLvGb Zuvi ivRavbx Õ©vcb KGib|   Afterwards he proceeded eastward and 

extended his authority over north Bengal. AZtci wZwb cƒeÆw`GK AMÉmi nb ‣es Dîi evsjvq Zuvi AwaKvi weÕ¦†Z 
KGib| Bakhtiyar Khalji's territories extended from the modern town of Purnia via Devkot(in 

Dinajpur) to the town of Rangpur in the north, to the river Padma in the south, to the rivers Tista 

and Karatoa in the east and to the previously captured territory of Bihar in the west.eLwZqvi LjRxi 
ivRÅ DîGi eZÆgvb cƒwYÆqv kni •^GK •`eGKvU (w`bvRcyi) •Rjv nGq Dîi-cƒeÆ w`GK •mvRvmywRfvGe iscyi kni chÆ¯¦, `wÞGY 
c«Âv b`x, cƒGeÆ wZÕ¦v I KiGZvqv b`x ‣es cwøGg Zuvi cƒeÆ AwaK‡Z wenvi chÆ¯¦ weÕ¦†Z wQj|  

5.Qus: Do you agree with the view that the Hussain Shahi period was the Golden Age in the 

history of Muslim Bengal? 

Husain Shahi Rule (1494-1538 AD) occupies a significant place in the medieval history of Bengal. 

ˆnvGmbkvnx Avgj  evsjvi gaÅhyGMi BwZnvGm •nvGmbkvnx Avgj ‣K ài‚Z½cƒYÆ Õ©vb AwaKvi KGi iGqGQ| It marked the 

zenith of the Independent Sultanate in Bengal. ‣ Avgj wQj evsjvi Õ¼vaxb mvjZvbvGZi LÅvwZi mGeÆvœP 
chÆvq|Husain Shahi rule was characterised by territorial expansion, stabilisation of administration 

and significant developments in religion, literature, the arts and the economy. ivGRÅi mÁ·ÉmviY, cÉkvmGbi 
mywÕ©ZKiY ‣es agÆ, mvwnZÅ, wkÍ¸Kjv I A^ÆbxwZi •ÞGò ZvrchÆgq AMÉMwZ «¼viv •nvGmbkvnx kvmbvgj ․ewkÓ¡Ågw´£Z| 
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In this period Bengal's political isolation from North India reached its culminating point, and this 

helped her to reinforce her cultural identity. ‣ AvgGj Dîi fviZ •^GK evsjvi P„ov¯¦ ivR‥bwZK wewœQ®²Zv evsjvi 
mvsÕ•‡wZK cwiPGqi cybi‚äxeb I weKvGk mnvqZv KGi| mvwnwZÅK cybRÆvMiY ‣ AvgjGK ․ewkÓ¡Ågw´£Z KGiwQj|The literary 

renaissance which characterised the period was but a flowering of the local genius which had 

remained repressed in the earlier period. ‣Uv wQj Õ©vbxq cÉwZfvi cyGÕ·v«Âg, hv cƒeÆeZÆx AvgGj wQj 
Ae`wgZ|Though in this period Bengal did not witness the emergence of any new forms of art, the 

surviving specimens of fine arts and architecture indicate an advanced stage of development and 

seem to reflect the prosperity of the period. ‣ AvgGj evsjvq bZzb aiGbi •Kvb wkGÍ¸i weKvk bv NUGjI Pvi‚Kjv I 
Õ©vcGZÅi we`Ågvb bgybv wQj ‣ AvgGji wkÍ¸ weKvGki D®²Z wb`kÆb ‣es ‣GZ ‣ AvgGji mg†w«¬i cÉwZdjb NGUGQ|The 

Husain Shahi rulers, taking off the cloak of their foreign origin, tried to identify themselves with 

local aspirations, and the development of the Muslim mind was, more or less, along the lines of the 

indigenous culture. •nvGmbkvnx kvmKiv ZvG`i ewnivMZ cwiPq cwinvi KGi wbGRG`i Õ©vbxq Avkv-AvKv›Þvi mGã 
Awf®²i…Gc MYÅ Kivi •PÓ¡v KGib ‣es ‣ mgGq •`kxq msÕ•‡wZi avivq gymwjg gvbGmi KgGewk weKvk NGU|The period saw 

the advent of the Europeans in Bengal. ‣ mgGq evsjvq BDGivcxqG`i AvMgb NGU|Towards the close of the 

period Mughal rule touched only the outer fringe of Bengal and European trade and commerce were 

yet to have a proper beginning. ‣ AvgGji •kl w`GK gyMj kvmb ÷ay evsjvi mxgvG¯¦i KvQvKvwQ AçGj •cu…GQwQj ‣es 
BDGivcxq evwYRÅ ZLb ÷i‚ nIqvi cG^| The period witnessed the initial signs of the new forces that were 

destined to shape the life of the country for centuries to come. In that sense the period represents a 

'formative period' of Bengal history.cieZÆx kZvõxàwjGZ •`Gki Rxebavivi i…c`vbKvix bZzb kwî×àwji cÉv^wgK wKQy 
jÞY ‣ AvgGj cÉZÅÞ Kiv hvq| •m AG^Æ ‣ Avgj wQj evsjvi BwZnvGmi MVbhyM|So, we say that Hussain Shahi 

period was the Golden Age in the history of Muslim Bengal.  

The accounts of VARTHEMA, BARBOSA, TOME PIRES (written in the early 16th century) and Joao de 

Barros (written immediately after the fall of the Husain Shahi dynasty) together with Bengali 

poems, Persian literature, coins and inscriptions give many indications of developments in the field 

of economy. evsjv KveÅ, dviwm mvwnZÅ, gy`Ëv I wjwcmvÞÅmn fvG^Ægv, eviGevmv, •ZvGg wcGi (•lvok kZvõxi •Mvovq 
wjwLZ) ‣es •RvqvI wW. eÅvGivGRi (•nvGmbkvnx esGki cZGbi AeÅewnZ cGi wjwLZ) weeiY ‣ AvgGj A^Æ‥bwZK •ÞGò 
D®²qGbi cÉf„Z BwãZ `vb KGi| Bengal derived her wealth mainly from agriculture, trade and industry. K‡wl, 
evwYRÅ I wkÍ̧ •^GKB evsjv cÉavbZ Zvi mÁ·` AvniY KiZ| It is not possible to have a precise idea about the 

ratio of the urban and rural populations. küGi I MÉvgxY RbmsLÅvi AbycvZ mÁ·GKÆ wbfÆyj aviYv •`Iqv mÁ¿e bq|  
Since the society of medieval Bengal was basically agricultural, people living in villages must have 

outnumbered those in towns and cities. gaÅhyGMi evsjvi mgvR gƒjZ K‡wlwfwîK nIqvq MÉvGg emevmKvix gvbyGli 
msLÅv kni I bMievmxG`i •PGq eüàY •ewk wQj| Considered from the point of view of its economic 

structure, the village in medieval Bengal did not differ much from its modern counterpart. ‣i 
A^Æ‥bwZK KvVvGgvi `†wÓ¡GKvY •^GK weGePbv KiGj gaÅhyGMi evsjvi MÉvg Zvi eZÆgvb cÉwZi…Gci •PGq Lye •ewk wf®²Zi wQj bv| 
It had a number of inter-dependent socio-economic groups, which functioned collectively to sustain 

the life of the entire rural population. ‣i A^Æ‥bwZK KvVvGgvi †̀wÓ¡GKvY •^GK weGePbv KiGj gaÅhyGMi evsjvi MÉvg 
Zvi eZÆgvb cÉwZi…Gci •PGq Lye •ewk wf®²Zi wQj bv|| MÉvGg eü ciÕ·i wbfÆikxj Av^Æ-mvgvwRK •kÉYx wQj hviv MÉvGgi mgMÉ 
RbGMvÓ¤xi Rxebhvòv wUwKGq ivLGZ KvR KiZ| Though mainly based on land and its produce, the village had 

a limited amount of trade and commerce. f„wg I ‣i Drc®² `ËeÅ A^Æ‥bwZK wò×qvKGgÆi gƒj wfwî nGjI MÉvGg mxwgZ 
cwigvY eÅemv-evwYRÅI wQj| In contrast, towns and cities saw the concentration of people associated with 

administration, trade and commerce. AbÅw`GK kni I bMGi cÉkvmb I eÅemv-evwYGRÅi mGã RwoZ eÅwî×G`i mgvMg 
•`Lv •hZ| There were a few towns and cities, such as Gaur, Pandua, Satgaon, Chittagong and 

Sonargaon, whose existence in the period can be  explained in terms of political and commercial 

reasons. •M…o, cvíyqv, mvZMuvI, PëMÉvg I •mvbviMuvI-‣i gGZv KGqKwU kni I bMi wQj ‣es ivR‥bwZK I evwYwRÅK 
cÉGqvRGbB •m AvgGj ‣àwj MGo DGVwQj| 
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Sonargaon, situated between the Laksya and the Meghna, used to export rice and cloth to different 

parts of the world.jÞÅv I •gNbvi gaÅeZÆx Õ©vGb AewÕ©Z •mvbviMuvI weGk¼i wewf®² AçGj Pvj I eÕ¨ iµ¦vwb KiZ|  
Chittagong, located on the Karnafuli and facing the Bay of Bengal, held a precarious position in the 

commercial life of Bengal, for its possession was being disputed by the rulers of Bengal, Tippera 

and Arakan. KYÆdzwji ZxGi ‣es eGãvcmvMGii gyGL AewÕ©Z PëMÉvGgi AeÕ©vb wQj evsjvi evwYwRÅK RxeGb LyeB SzwKcƒYÆ, 
KviY ‣i AwaKvi wbGq evsjv, wòcyiv I AvivKvGbi ivRvG`i gGaÅ weGiva wQj|  But it was of unique interest to the 

Portuguese who called it Porto Grande. wK¯§ cZzÆwMRG`i wbKU ‣ e±`i wQj LyeB AvKlÆYxq ‣es Zviv ‣GK ‧•cvGUÆv 
MÉÅvGí  bvGg AwfwnZ KiZ|  The metal industry flourished; blacksmiths and goldsmiths constituted 

distinct economic classes. ‣ mgGq avZzwkGÍ¸i weKvk NGU| KgÆKvi I Õ¼YÆKvi wQj wewkÓ¡ A^Æ‥bwZK •kÉYxi A ¦̄fzÆî×| 
The Husain Shahi rulers issued numerous silver coins and only a few gold coins. •nvGmbkvnx myjZvbMY 
wecyj msLÅK •i…cÅgy`Ëv I AÍ¸msLÅK Õ¼YÆgy`Ëvi cÉPjb KGib| Nusrat and Mahmud issued copper coins, which 

were rare pieces. bymiZ I gvngy` Õ¼Í¸msLÅK ZvgËgy`Ëvi cÉPjb KGiwQGjb| There is a sudden influx of silver 

coins, very rich in variety, in the Husain Shahi period. •nvGmbkvnx AvgGj wecyj msLÅK I eü aiGbi •i…cÅgy`Ëvi 
AvKwÕÃK AvMgb NGU| This undoubtedly suggests that there was a considerable increase in the volume 

of foreign trade in the period. ‣ •^GK ‣ AvgGj ․eG`wkK evwYGRÅi eÅvcK mÁ·ÉmviGYi myÕ·Ó¡ BwãZ cvIqv hvq|  

6. Qus: Write short note on Bara Bhuiyans. (2010) 

The Bara-Bhuiyans  were the local chiefs and ZAMINDARs who put up strong resistance to the 

Mughals during the time of AKBAR and JAHANGIR. evGiv f„uBqv evsjvi Õ©vbxq cÉavb I Rwg`vi, huviv AvKei I 
Rvnvãxi ‣i ivRZ½KvGj gyMjweGivax cÉwZGiva MGo ZzGjwQGjb|  The term Bara-Bhuiyans means twelve 

bhuiyans, evGiv-f„uBqv kõwUi A^Æ evGivRb f„uBqv| but who these bhuiyans were could not be identified for a 

long time. ZGe Kviv wQGjb ‣ evGivRb f„uBqv Zv eüw`b chÆ ¦̄ mwVKfvGe wbYÆq Kiv hvq wb|  In fact, during the 

interregnum between Afghan rule and the rise of Mughal power in Bengal, various parts of Bengal 

passed to the control of several military chiefs, bhuiyans and zamindars. cÉK‡ZcGÞ evsjvq AvdMvb 
kvmbvgj I gyMj kwî×i DïvGbi gaÅeZÆx mgqKvGj evsjvi wewf®² ‣jvKv eü mvgwiK cÉavb, fuƒBqv ‣es Rwg`viG`i wbq¯¨GY 
PGj hvq| They jointly, and more often severally resisted Mughal expansion and ruled their respective 

territories as independent or semi-independent chiefs.Zviv KLbI •h…^fvGe ‣es •ewkifvM mgq c†^KfvGe gyMj 
AvMÉvmb cÉwZnZ KGiwQGjb ‣es Õ¼vaxb ev AaÆ-Õ¼vaxb kvmKi…Gc ZuvG`i wbR wbR ‣jvKv kvmb KGiwQGjb| 

One group of scholars says the term Bara Bhuiyan does not necessarily mean exactly twelve 

bhuiyans or chiefs, the term was applied loosely to mean many. ‣K`j cwíZ eGjb •h, evGiv fuƒBqv kõwU 
wbfzÆjfvGe evGivRb f„uBqv ev cÉavbGK •evSvq bv; eü msLÅK eySvGZ ‣ kõwU eÅen…Z nGqGQ| As number twelve was 

sacred to the Hindus, wn± ỳG`i KvGQ evGiv msLÅvwU wQj cweò|  these scholars examined traditions from 

scriptures to find out in which of the cases the number twelve was used. •Kvb •Kvb •ÞGò evGiv msLÅvwU 
eÅen…Z nGqwQj Zv LuyGR •ei Kivi DGóGkÅ cwíZMY agÆkvGÕ¨i Kvwnbxàwj cixÞv KGib|  They applied the term Bara-

Bhuiyans to those who fought for the freedom of their motherland, Zviv gvZ‡f„wgi Õ¼vaxbZvi RbÅ hviv hy«¬ 
KGiwQGjb ZvG`i •evSvGZ evGiv fuƒBqv kõwU eÅenvi KGib| though in actual practice the number of such 

freedom fighters was much more than twelve. wK¯§ cÉK‡ZcGÞ ‣ aiGbi gywî×Kvgx •hv«¬vG`i msLÅv wQj evGivi 
•PGq AGbK •ewk|  This view was later modified by another group of scholars to say that only those 

bhuiyans who fought against Mughal aggression were known as Bara-Bhuiyans. cieZÆxKvGj AbÅ ‣K`j 
cwíZ ‣ gZev` msGkvab KGi eGjb •h, hviv gyMjG`i AvMÉvmGbi wei‚G«¬ jovB KGiwQGjb ÷ay ZvivB evGiv fuƒBqv bvGg 
cwiwPZ| Even the fighters against the Mughals were many more than twelve, so this group also failed 

to identify the Bara-Bhuiyans. ZvnGjI, gyMjG`i wei‚G«¬ jovBKvixG`i msLÅv wQj evGivi AwaK| dGj ‣ `jI evGiv 
fuƒBqvG`i kbvî× KiGZ eÅ^Æ nb| 

In recent years, the question of identification of the Bara-Bhuiyans has been studied afresh and they 

have been identified more or less satisfactorily. mvÁ·ÉwZK eQiàwjGZ evGiv fuƒBqvG`i cwiPGqi cÉk²wU mZKÆZvi 
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mGã bZzbfvGe cixÞv Kiv nGqGQ ‣es •gvUvgywU mG¯¦vlRbKfvGe kbvî× Kiv mÁ¿e nGqGQ| Mughal historians, Abul 

Fazl and Mirza Nathan, state the number of Bhuiyans as twelve,gyMj HwZnvwmK Aveyj dRj I wgRÆv bv^vb 
DfGqB fuƒBqvG`i msLÅv evGiv eGj DGÍÏL KGiGQb| 

After the Mughal campaign in Bhati, as found in the Akbarnama, the following list of the Bhuiyans 

may be drawn up: AvKeibvgvq cÉvµ¦ fvwUGZ gyMjG`i hy«¬weMÉGni weeiY Abyhvqx f„uBqvG`i wbÁ²wjwLZ ZvwjKv cÉÕ§Z Kiv 
•hGZ cvGi:  (i) Isa Khan Masnad-i-Ala, (1) Cmv Lvb gmb`-B-Avjv,  (ii) Ibrahim Naral, (2) Beivwng bij (iii) 

Karimdad Musazai, (3) Kwig`v` gymvRvB, (iv) Majlis Dilwar, (4) gRwjm w`jIqvi,  (v) Majlis Pratap, , (5) 
gRwjm cÉZvc,  (vi) Kedar Rai, (6) •K`vi ivq,  (vii) Sher Khan, (7) •ki Lvb,   (viii) Bhadur Ghazi, (8) 
evnv ỳi MvRx,   (ix) Tila Ghazi, (9) wZjv MvRx,   (x) Chand Ghazi, (10) gvae ivq, (xi) Sultan Ghazi, (11) 
myjZvb MvRx,  (xii) Selim Ghazi, (12) •mwjg MvRx (xiii) Qasim Ghazi.  (13) Kvwmg MvRx| 

 In the Baharistan-i-Ghaibi, the names of Musa Khan and his 12 zamindar allies are as follows: 

evnvwiÕ¦vb-B-MvGqexGZ gymvLvb I Zuvi evGivRb wgò-Rwg`vGii bvg cvIqv hvq| ‣G`i bvg wbÁ²i…c: (i) Musa Khan 

Masnad-i-Ala, (ii) Alaul Khan, (iii) Abdullah Khan, (iv) Mahmud Khan, (v) Bahadur Ghazi, (vi) 

Sona Ghazi, (vii) Anwar Ghazi, (viii) Shaikh Pir, (ix) Mirza Mumin, (x) Madhav Rai, (xi) Binode 

Rai, (xii) Pahlwan, (xiii) Haji Shamsuddin Baghdadi. (1) gymvLvb gmb`-B-Avjv, (2) AvjvDj Lvb, (3) 
Ave`yÍÏvn Lvb, (4) gvngy` Lvb, (5) evnv`yi MvRx, (6) •mvbv MvRx, (7) AvGbvqvi MvRx, (8) •kL cxi, (9) wgRÆv gywbg, (10) 
gvae ivq, (11) weGbv` ivq, (12) cvnjIqvb, (13) nvRx kvgmyóxb evM`v`x| The patriotic Bhuiyans, who resisted 

the Mughal conquest, were famous as Bara-Bhuiyans or twelve Bhuiyans, gyMj AvMÉvmb cÉwZnZKvix 
•`kGcÉwgK fuƒBqvMY evGiv fuƒBqv A^ev evGivRb f„uBqv i…Gc LÅvwZ jvf KGiGQb|  but in both the above lists, there are 

thirteen names. wK¯§ DcGii `ywU ZvwjKvGZB •ZGivRb fuƒBqvi bvg iGqGQ|  Actually they were thirteen 

including the leader, and in fact both Abul Fazl and Mirza Nathan, while referring to the Bara-

Bhuiyans, wrote, 'Isa Khan made the 12 zamindars of Bengal subject to himself', cÉK‡ZcGÞ •bZvmn Zuviv 
wQGjb •ZGivRb ‣es eÕ§Z Aveyj dRj ‣es wgRÆv bv^vb `yRbB evGiv fuƒBqvG`i wbG`Æk KiGZ wMGq wjGLGQb ‧CmvLvb evsjvi 
evGivRb Rwg`viGK Zuvi AaxGb ‣GbwQGjb | and elsewhere Mirza Nathan wrote 'Musa Khan and his 12 

zamindar allies'. AbÅò wgRÆv bv^vb DGÍÏL KGib, ‧gymvLvb I Zuvi evGivRb Rwg`vi wgò | 
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