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LECTURE: 3 Bangladesh Studies (3105)
BBA THIRD YEAR FIFTH SEMESTER

1. Review the Background of “Language Movement” in 1952.Evalution the
importance of this movement to growing the Bengali Nationalism.

Muslim nationalism, which was the basis of Pakistan movement, began to lose its fervour
among East Bengal people soon after the achievement of Pakistan. The most glaring
examples of the LANGUAGE MOVEMENT from 1948.
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Language Movement began in 1948 and reached its climax in the killing of 21 February
1952, and ended in the adoption of Bangla as one of the state languages of Pakistan. The
guestion as to what would be the state language of Pakistan was raised immediately after its
creation. The central leaders and the Urdu-speaking intellectuals of Pakistan declared that
URDU would be the state language of Pakistan, just as Hindi was the state language of India.
The students and intellectuals of East Pakistan, however, demanded that Bangla be made one
of the state languages. After a lot of controversy over the language issue, the final demand
from East Pakistan was that Bangla must be the official language and the medium of
instruction in East Pakistan and for the central government it would be one of the state
languages along with Urdu.
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e The first movement on this issue was mobilised by Tamaddun Majlish headed by
Professor Abul Kashem.
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e A new committee to fight for Bangla as the state language was formed with Shamsul
Huq as convener. On 11 March 1948 a general strike was observed in the towns of
East Pakistan in protest against the omission of Bangla from the languages of the
Constituent Assembly, the absence of Bangla letters in Pakistani coins and stamps,
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and the use of only Urdu in recruitment tests for the navy. The movement also
reiterated the earlier demand that Bangla be declared one of the state languages of
Pakistan and the official language of East Pakistan. Amidst processions, picketing and
slogans, leaders such as Shawkat Ali, Kazi Golam Mahboob, Shamsul Hug, Oli Ahad,
SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN, Abdul Wahed and others were arrested.
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e MUHAMMED ALI JINNAH, the governor general of Pakistan, came to visit East Pakistan
on 19 March. He addressed two meetings in Dhaka, in both of which he ignored the
popular demand for Bangla. He reiterated that Urdu would be the only state language
of Pakistan. This declaration was instantly protested with the Language Movement
spreading throughout East Pakistan. The Dhaka University Language Action
Committee was formed on 11 March 1950 with Abdul Matin as its convener.
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e By the beginning of 1952, the Language Movement took a serious turn. Both Jinnah
and Liaquat Ali Khan were dead-Jinnah on 11 September 1948 and Liaquat Ali Khan
on 16 October 1951. Khwaja Nazimuddin had succeeded Liaquat Ali Khan as prime
minister of Pakistan. On 27 January 1952, Khwaja Nazimuddin came to Dhaka from
Karachi. Addressing a meeting at Paltan Maidan, he said that the people of the
province could decide what would be the provincial language, but only Urdu would be
the state language of Pakistan. There was an instantaneous, negative reaction to this
speech among the students who responded with the slogan, 'Rashtrabhasha Bangla
Chai' (We want Bangla as the state language). A strike was observed at Dhaka
University on 30 January. The representatives of various political and cultural
organisations held a meeting on 31 January chaired by Moulana Bhasani. An All-Party
Central Language Action Committee was formed with Kazi Golam Mahboob as its
convener. At this time the government also proposed that Bangla be written in Arabic
script. This proposal was also vehemently opposed. The Language Action Committee
decided to call a hartal and organise demonstrations and processions on February 21
throughout East Pakistan.As preparations for demonstrations were underway, the
government imposed Section 144 in the city of Dhaka, banning all assemblies and
demonstrations. The students were determined to violate Section144 and held a
student meeting at 11.00 a.m. on 21 February on the Dhaka University campus, then
located close to the Medical College Hospital. When the students emerged in groups,
shouting slogans, the police resorted to baton charge; even the female students were
not spared. The students then started throwing brickbats at the police, who retaliated
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with tear gas. Unable to control the agitated students, the police fired upon the crowd
of students, who were proceeding towards the Assembly Hall (at present, part of
Jagannath Hall, University of Dhaka). Three young men, RAFIQ UDDIN AHMED, ABDUL
JABBAR and ABUL BARKAT (an MA student of Political Science) were fatally wounded.
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e The East Bengal Legislative Assembly adopted a resolution recommending the
recognition of Bangla as one of the state languages of Pakistan. The language
movement continued until 1956. The movement achieved its goal by forcing the
Pakistan Constituent Assembly in adopting both Bangla and Urdu as the state
languages of Pakistan. While the Assembly was debating on the language issue,
Member Adel Uddin Ahmed (1913-1981; Faridpur) made an important amendment
proposal, which was adopted unanimously by the Assembly (16 February 1956). Both
Bangla and Urdu were thus enacted to be the state languages of Pakistan.
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Since 1952, 21 February has been observed every year to commemorate the martyrs of the
Language Movement. With UNESCO adopting a resolution on 17 November 1999
proclaiming 21 February as INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY. It is an honour
bestowed by the international community on the Language Movement of Bangladesh.
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2. What do you understand by” Basic Democracy” of Ayub Khan? Evaluate its
failure with reference to its main features. (2010)
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Basic Democracies a short-lived local government system introduced during the Ayub
regime in the 1960s. General AYUB KHAN, President of Pakistan, introduced the concept of
basic democracy under the Basic Democracies Order, 1959 having made an attempt to
Initiate a grass-root level democratic system. Of course, most of the political parties of East
Pakistan had different ideas about his scheme and considered it a bid to usurp power in the
hands of Ayub Khan and other vested groups.

The system of Basic Democracies was initially a five-tier arrangement. They were: (i) union
councils (rural areas), town and union committees (urban areas); (ii) thana councils (East
Pakistan), tehsil councils (West Pakistan); (iii) district councils; (iv) divisional councils; (V)
provincial development advisory council.
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Each union council comprised ten directly elected members and five appointed ones
designated as basic democrats. Union councils were responsible for local agricultural and
community development and for rural law and order maintenance. The next tier consisted of
the tehsil (subdistrict) councils, which performed coordinating functions. Above, the district
(zila) councils were composed of nominated official and non-official members, including the
chairmen of union councils. The district councils were assigned both compulsory and
optional functions pertaining to education, sanitation, local culture, and social welfare.
Above them, the divisional advisory councils coordinated the activities with representatives
of government departments. The highest tier consisted of one development advisory council
for each province chaired by the Governor and appointed by the President. The urban areas
had a similar arrangement, under which the smaller union councils were grouped together
into municipal committees to perform similar duties. In 1960, the elected members of the
union councils voted to confirm Ayub Khan's presidency, and under the 1962 Constitution
they formed an electoral college to elect the President, the National Assembly, and the
provincial assemblies.
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The most important feature of the basic democracy system was that it formed the national
electoral college consisting of 80,000 members from East and West Pakistan for the elections
of President, members of national assembly and of the provincial assemblies.
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Apart from being the agent of local government, the basic democracies also performed
political and electoral functions to legitimize the government through popular support and
participation. In the referendum for presidential elections held on 14 February 1960 the basic
democrats voted for Ayub Khan. The monopolization of electoral rights by the basic
democrats was strongly despised by the vast rural and urban masses, which led to mass
upheaval against Ayub in 1969. As a political institution it not only failed to legitimize the
regime, but also in fact lost its legitimacy after the fall of General Ayub in 1969.
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Evalution:

e The system of Basic Democracies did not have time to take root or to fulfil Ayub
Khan's intentions before he and the system fell in 1969.

e Whether or not a new class of political leaders equipped with some administrative
experience could have emerged to replace those trained in British constitutional law
was never discovered.

e And the system did not provide for the mobilization of the rural population around
institutions of national integration.

e |ts emphasis was on economic development and social welfare alone. The authority of
the civil service was augmented in the Basic Democracies, and the power of the
landlords and the big industrialists in the West Wing went unchallenged.
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3. What were the proposals contained in six-points programme of Awami
League(1966)?

The Six-point programme along with a proposal of movement for the realisation of the
demands was placed before the meeting of the working committee of Awami League on 21
February 1966, and the proposal was carried out unanimously. A booklet on the Six-point
Programme with introduction from Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib and Tajuddin Ahmad was
published. Another booklet entitled 'Amader Banchar Dabi : 6-dafa Karmasuchi' (Our
demands for existence : 6-points Programme) was published in the name of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, and was distributed in the council meeting of Awami League held on 18 March
1966.

Six points

1. | The constitution should provide for a Federation of Pakistan in its true sense on the
Lahore Resolution and the parliamentary form of government with supremacy of a
Legislature directly elected on the basis of universal adult franchise.

2. | The federal government should deal with only two subjects : Defence and Foreign
Affairs, and all other residuary subjects shall be vested in the federating states.

3. | Two separate, but freely convertible currencies for two wings should be introduced ; or
if this is not feasible, there should be one currency for the whole country, but effective
constitutional provisions should be introduced to stop the flight of capital from East to
West Pakistan. Furthermore, a separate Banking Reserve should be established and
separate fiscal and monetary policy be adopted for East Pakistan.

4. | The power of taxation and revenue collection shall be vested in the federating units and
the federal centre will have no such power. The federation will be entitled to a share in
the state taxes to meet its expenditures.

5. |There should be two separate accounts for the foreign exchange earnings of the two
wings ; the foreign exchange requirements of the federal government should be met by
the two wings equally or in a ratio to be fixed; indigenous products should move free of
duty between the two wings, and the constitution should empower the units to establish
trade links with foreign countries.

6. | East Pakistan should have a separate militia or paramilitary force.
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4. Did 6 points in any contribute to the emergence of Bangladesh ?

Six-point Programme a charter of demands enunciated by the AwAaMI LEAGUE for removing
disparity between the two wings of Pakistan and bring to an end the internal colonial rule of
West Pakistan in East Bengal. The opposition leaders of West Pakistan looked at Mujib's
Six-point Programme as a device to disband Pakistan, and hence they outright rejected his
proposal. The Ayub government arrested him and put him on trial what is known as
AGARTALA CONSPIRACY CASE. The case led to widespread agitation in East Pakistan
culminating in the mass uprising of early 1969. Under public pressure, government was
forced to release him unconditionally on 22 February 19609.

The Awami League sought public mandate in favour of the six point programme in the
general elections of 1970 in which Mujib received the absolute mandate from the people of
East Pakistan in favour of his six point. But Zulfigar Ali Bhuttu refused to join the session of
the National Assembly scheduled to be held on 3 March 1971 unless a settlement was
reached between the two leaders beforehand. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and his party sat in a
protracted dialogue from 15 March 1971. The dialogue failed to produce any positive result.
The army crackdown of 25 March sealed the fate of the six point including the fate of
Pakistan.
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5.Analyse the various discriminatory polices followed by the government of Pakistan
towards the Bengalis of East Pakistan.

Day by day the conscious segments of population in East Pakistan became angry at the
growing disparity between East and West Pakistan in the fields of administration, economy
and society.
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e The bureaucrats were at the centre of all administrative power since the emergence of
Pakistan. The representation of East Pakistan in the bureaucracy was very nominal.
Out of 42,000 officers in the central government of Pakistan in 1956, the number of
people from East Pakistan was a mere 2,900.
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e As Islamabad the capital of the country, the West Pakistanis got a monopoly of jobs in
government offices and courts. Due to the geographic distance, it was not possible for
the people of East Pakistan to appear at interviews to get those jobs. Besides, it was
not easy for the Bengalee students to achieve success in different competitive
examinations before Bangla was recognised as a state language in 1956. In this
situation, the disparity between East and West Pakistan in administration widened day
by day.
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e The proportion of East Pakistanis in the foreign service in 1962 was 20.8%; the
proportion of East and West Pakistanis among the officers of defence services was
10:90.
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e |t was observed in the field of education that whereas West Pakistan was allocated a
sum of Rupees 1530 crore during 1948-55, East Pakistan was sanctioned a mere 240
crore rupees (13.5%) during that period.
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e During the period 1947-55, only 10% of total expenditure of the central government
were spent in East Pakistan. Whereas Rupees 1496.2 million were spent in the



development sector in West Pakistan during the period, the amount spent in East
Pakistan was only Rupees 514.7 million.
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e Three capital cities were built in West Pakistan (Karachi, Rawalpindi and Islamabad)
in phases during the Pakistan era. An amount of Rupees 5700 million was spent till
1956 for Karachi alone in order to build it up as the capital city. This was 56.4% of the
total expenditure for East Pakistan, its share in the total expenditure during the period
being only 5.10%.
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e Whereas Rupees 3,000 million were spent for the development of Islamabad until
1967, the amount spent for development of Dhaka was a meagre Rupees 250 million.
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e Due to the location of the capital and the head offices of different civil and military
departments in West Pakistan, the West Pakistanis got sweeping benefit in the fields
of employment, outlays for construction of buildings, furniture, residences for staff
etc., and the employment opportunities generated from construction and supplies.
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In this way, the demand for autonomy of East Pakistan became stronger due to
discriminations it endured in different fields, failure to get desired results from elections and
the inadequate defence status of the province.
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